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The 53rd Australian Rheumatology Association Annual Scientific Meeting with 
the Rheumatology Health Professionals Association will be held at the National 
Convention Centre in the heart of Australia’s national capital, Canberra from 
Saturday the 12th to Tuesday the 15th of May 2012. This will be the first time 
the annual conference has been held in Canberra since 1977 so it’s a great 
opportunity to combine visits to some of Australia’s national icons with a highly 
stimulating scientific program. The conference includes key speakers, Professor 
Connie Weyand (Stanford University), Professor Anthony Woolf (Royal Cornwall 
Hospital), Professor Lindsey Criswell (University of California) and Professor 
Daniel Lovell (Cincinnati Children’s Hospital). Our invited speakers are all 
internationally respected rheumatologist researchers, who will be joined by 
a number of our own prominent Australian clinician-scientists to share their 
research and insights into the latest clinical and scientific breakthroughs in 
rheumatology.

Importantly, the meeting this year will commence on Saturday, May 12th 
with the main scientific program starting at 1.00pm. The registrar preceptorship 
begins with a social event on the evening of Friday, May 11th and sessions 
beginning at 8.00am on Saturday. A Paediatric Rheumatology satellite will 
follow the main meeting and will be held at Canberra’s Hyatt Hotel on May  
16th to 17th. 

The program for the Annual Scientific Meeting features symposia on the Burden 
of Musculoskeletal Disease, Systemic Lupus Erythematosus, Rural Rheumatology 
Practice, Vascular Disease, and Genetics, as well as sessions with the latest 
updates and new research on Rheumatoid Arthritis, Osteoporosis and 
Osteoarthritis. Two particular highlights will be a symposium on Sports Medicine 
combined with an option to visit and tour the Australian Institute of Sport, and a 
conference dinner in the Great Hall of Parliament House. 

More details are available from the conference website:  
www.araconference.com 

Whether you’ve never been to Canberra, or know the nation’s capital well, this 
is an annual scientific meeting not to be missed, that I’m sure you will enjoy, 
remember and keep talking about. I invite rheumatologists from all round the 
world to join Australians for a meeting to remember.

Patrick McNeil
Convenor, ARA 53rd ASM 

welcome



INVITED  
INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS

Professor Connie Weyand (Stanford University of Medicine, California, USA)
Connie Weyand is Professor of Medicine in Immunology and Rheumatology at the 
Stanford University School of Medicine. She received her MD from the University 
of Aachen in 1979 and her Dr. habil degree in Medical Sciences in 1988 from the 
University of Heidelberg. She trained in Clinical Immunology and Rheumatology 
at Stanford University in California, before appointment to the faculty of the Mayo 
Medical and Graduate School in 1990. In 2004 she joined the Emory University 
School of Medicine where she was appointed Professor of Medicine and Co-
director of the Lowance Center for Immunology. More recently she has returned to 
Stanford to pursue her research interests that include immune events in the aetiology 
of rheumatoid arthritis, giant cell arteritis and links between atherosclerosis and 
rheumatoid arthritis.

Professor Anthony Woolf (Cornwall, UK)
Tony Woolf is Professor of Rheumatology, Institute of Health Care Research, 
Peninsula College of Medicine and Dentistry, Universities of Exeter and Plymouth 
and Consultant Rheumatologist at the Royal Cornwall Hospital, Truro, UK. He 
qualified from the London Hospital Medical College, and trained in rheumatology 
at Hammersmith Hospital, Guy’s Hospital, Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic 
Diseases and Bristol Royal Infirmary. His special interests are in the burden of 
musculoskeletal conditions, the management of musculoskeletal conditions, medical 
education and osteoporosis on which he has written widely. He is currently Chair of 
the Bone and Joint Decade 2010-2020 International Coordinating Council. 

Professor Lindsey Criswell (University of California, San Francisco, USA)
Lindsey Criswell is Professor of Medicine (Rheumatology Division) and Orofacial 
Sciences at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF), and Chief of the 
Rheumatology Division at UCSF. She received her MD and undertook rheumatology 
training at UCSF, and received her MPH from the University of California, Berkeley. 
Lindsey also completed a DSc in genetic epidemiology at the Netherlands Institute 
of Health Sciences. Her research program explores the genetics and epidemiology 
of human autoimmune disease, particularly rheumatoid arthritis and systemic 
lupus erythematosus. During the past several years, her research unit has devoted 
substantial effort to performance of genome wide association studies (GWAS) of SLE 
and RA. This collaborative work has led to the identification of over 30 risk genes 
each for RA and SLE and revealed underlying biologic pathways responsible for 
disease onset and progression.



Professor Daniel Lovell (Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, Ohio, USA)
Dan Lovell holds the Joseph E. Levinson Endowed Chair of Pediatric Rheumatology 
and Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Cincinnati Medical Center. He is 
Associate Director, Division of Rheumatology and Chairman, Pediatric Rheumatology 
Collaborative Study Group at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. His focus in on clinical research and he has served as the principal 
investigator (PI) for >30 multicenter, interventional trials in Juvenile Idiopathic 
Arthritis (JIA).  In addition he served as a PI or Co-PI in the research that lead to the 
development of the core sets of outcome measures for JIA, juvenile dermatomyositis 
and childhood onset Systemic Lupus Erythematosus.  His current research efforts 
are supported by grants from the National Institutes of Health, Food and Drug 
Administration, American College of Rheumatology and several pharmaceutical 
sponsors.

OTHER INVITED SPEAKERS include:
Professor Peter Brooks (University of Melbourne)
Director of the Australian Health Workforce Institute at the University of Melbourne.

Professor Matt Brown (University of Queensland)
Director, University of Queensland Diamantina Institute, Professor of Immunogenetics, 
University of Queensland.

Professor Flavia Cicuttini (Monash University)
Professor of Rheumatology and Head, Musculoskeletal Unit, Department of 
Epidemiology and Preventative Medicine, Monash Medical School, and Head of the 
Rheumatology Unit, Alfred Hospital.

Dr Matthew Cook (Australian National University)
John Curtin School of Medical Research at the Australian National University, and 
Director of Immunology at the Canberra Hospital.

Dr Marie Feletar (Victoria)
Rheumatologist, The Cabrini Hospital, Melbourne, Victoria

Dr Bill Giannakopoulos (University of New South Wales)
Senior Lecturer, University of New South Wales and St George Hospital, Sydney.

Associate Professor Kathryn Gibson (Liverpool Hospital)
Director of Rheumatology, Liverpool Hospital, Sydney, and Conjoint Associate 
Professor, University of New South Wales.



Professor David Hunter (University of Sydney)
Professor of Medicine and ARC Future Fellow at the University of Sydney and  
Royal North Shore Hospital.

Professor Graeme Jones (University of Tasmania)
Professor of Rheumatology and Epidemiology and Head of the Musculoskeletal  
Unit at the Menzies Research Institute, Tasmania, and Department of Rheumatology, 
Royal Hobart Hospital. 

Dr Fred Joshua (Prince of Wales Hospital, Sydney)
Staff Specialist Rheumatologist, Prince of Wales Hospital, and Conjoint Senior 
Lecturer, University of New South Wales.
 
Dr Greg Lovell (Australian Institute of Sport)
Sport and exercise medicine physician at the Australian Institute of Sport.

Dr Louis McGuigan (Australian Rheumatology Association)
Federal President of the Australian Rheumatology Association.

Dr David Massasso (New South Wales)
Rheumatologist, Liverpool Hospital, Sydney

Professor Lyn March (University of Sydney)
Leader, Global Burden of Disease Musculoskeletal Expert Group. Senior Staff 
Specialist in Rheumatology and Clinical Epidemiology at Royal North Shore Hospital, 
Sydney and Conjoint Professor in Faculty of Medicine and Department of Public 
Health, University of Sydney.

Professor Eric Morand (Monash University)
Professor of Medicine, Head, Southern Clinical School, Faculty of Medicine,  
Nursing and Health Sciences, Monash University. 

Associate Professor Michael Nicholas (University of Sydney)
Director, Brain Behaviour & Society Research Group, Kolling Institute of Medical 
Research, Royal North Shore Hospital, and University of Sydney. 

Dr Sean O’Neill (University of New South Wales)
Senior Lecturer, University of New South Wales and Liverpool Hospital, Sydney.

Mr Craig Purdam (Australian Institute of Sport)
Deputy Director – Athlete Services, Australian Institute of Sport.



Christine Retallack (Western Australia)
Community Nurse Rheumatology, Western Australia.

Dr Rachel Rossiter (University of Newcastle)
Senior Lecturer, School of Nursing and Midwifery, Faculty of Health,  
University of Newcastle.

Dr Lionel Schachna (Victoria)
Rheumatologist, The Austin Hospital, Melbourne

Robyn Speerin (NSW Health)
Network Manager, Musculoskeletal Network, Agency for Clinical Innovation,  
NSW Health. 

Professor Kate Steinbeck (University of Sydney)
Medical Foundation Chair in Adolescent Medicine, The University of Sydney

Kellie Stockton (Queensland)
Physiotherapist, Queensland.

Associate Professor Allan Sturgess (St George Hospital, Sydney)
Staff Specialist in Rheumatology, St George Hospital, Sydney and Conjoint Associate 
Professor, University of New South Wales.

Professor Ranjeny Thomas (University of Queensland)
Arthritis Queensland Professor of Rheumatology at the University of Queensland and 
Diamantina Institute, and the Princess Alexandra Hospital.

Dr Nicole Walsh (St Vincent’s Institute of Medical Research, Melbourne)
Research Fellow, Bone Cell Biology and Disease Unit, St Vincent’s Institute of Medical 
Research, Melbourne.

Dr Peter Wong (Coffs Harbour)
Rheumatologist in private practice at the Mid-North Coast Arthritic Clinic,  
Coffs Harbour.

Dr Jane Zochling (University of Tasmania)
Dick Buttfield Research Fellow, Menzies Research Institute, Tasmania



Local Organising Committee

Patrick McNeil (Convenor)
Kathy Gibson
Wendy Gellatley
Fred Joshua
Ken Khoo
Stephen Oakley
Sean O’Neill
Ian Portek
Davinder Singh-Grewal

Scientific Programme Committee
Malcolm Smith 
Stephen Oakley 

Meeting Manager
Ms Lara Birchby
ARA 53rd ASM Secretariat
C/- The Meeting People Pty Ltd
PO Box 882
Unley  SA 5061
t:	 +61 8 8272 7005 (international)              
t:	 08 8272 7005 (within Australia)
f:	 +61 8 8272 7006 (international)              
f:	 08 8272 7006 (within Australia)
e: 	lara@themeetingpeople.com.au 
w:	 www.araconference.com 

Venue
National Convention Centre Canberra
31 Constitution Avenue
Canberra ACT 2601
t:	 +61 2 6276 5200
f:	 +61 2 6276 5276
w: www.nccc.com.au/
w: www.nccc.com.au/interactive/index.html - Interactive venue map



National Convention Centre
The National Convention Centre is the 
largest purpose-built meetings and events 
facility in the ACT. Located in the heart 
of Canberra, overlooking Glebe Park, 
and within walking distance of the city 
centre. Only a fifteen minute drive from 
Canberra International Airport, the Centre 
is conveniently located for all domestic and 
international delegates.

Canberra
From its familiar symbols of Australian 
nationhood to its regional wineries and 
historic townships, Canberra has something 
special to offer every visitor.

Beyond Canberra’s more famous attractions, 
the city unfolds into a vibrant mix of 
restaurants, nightclubs, museums and 
galleries. Growing urban centres are lined 
with trendy cafes and boutique shopping, 
while weekend markets overflow with the 
freshest regional produce and local wines. 
Walkers and cyclists tackle the trails in 
the many local parks that wind their way 
through the city.

One of Australia’s few planned cities, 
Canberra is a place where architectural 
style complements the beauty of the 
surrounding Australian bush. Located on the 
ancient lands of the traditional owners, the 
Ngunnawal people, Canberra is thought to 
derive its name from the Aboriginal word 
Kamberra or ‘meeting place’.

About Canberra and NSW
Visit Canberra: 
www.visitcanberra.com.au/

Visit NSW: 
www.visitnsw.com

Climate
Canberra has four distinct seasons each 
with its own beauty and charm. The month 
of May has sunny mild days and cool nights 
with a minimum average of 7 degrees 
celsius and a maximum of 20 degrees 
celsius.

Parking
Parking for more than 260 cars is available 
beneath the National Convention Centre 
currently at a cost of $12.00 per vehicle 
per day or $7.00 per four hours. Weekend 
and after hours car parking is available 
at the Centre for only $2.00. The National 
Convention Centre car park can be entered 
off Constitution Avenue. There is internal lift 
access from the car park entry level to both 
levels of the Convention Centre. There is a 
large open air car park directly across the 
road from the Centre. There is a cost of $10 
per day for parking.



Travel 
Air travel within Australia

Qantas – www.qantas.com.au   
or phone reservations 13 13 13

Virgin Blue – www.virginblue.com.au  
or phone reservations 13 67 89

Jetstar – www.jetstar.com.au  
or phone reservations 13 15 38

Airport Transfers
Taxis - A taxi fare between Canberra  
Airport and Civic/city hotels will take 
approximately 15 minutes.

Canberra Cabs - Phone: 13 22 27

Cabxpress - Phone: 6260 6011

Silver Service - Phone: 13 31 00

Visas to Australia
International visitors to Australia require a 
visa or an electronic travel authority. It is 
your responsibility to ensure documentation 
is correct and completed before you start 
your journey. Information on obtaining visas 
and ETA’s (Electronic Travel Authorities) can 
be found on the Department of Immigration 
& Multicultural & Indigenous Affairs web site 
www.immi.gov.au.

Travel Insurance
The conference organisers recommend 
that delegates purchase travel insurance 
including cover for non-refundable 
conference registration fees.

Banks
Banks are generally open from  
Monday to Friday from 9.30am - 4.00pm. 
Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) are 
widely available.  

Cloak Room
The Information Desk located in the  
Main Foyer has a cloakroom facility to  
assist with storing personal items.

Registration desk
The Registration Desk will be located in 
the main foyer of the National Convention 
Centre outside the main plenary room and 
exhibition area and will be open for the 
duration of the meeting. 

The Registration Desk will be open  
at the following times:

Saturday 12 May	 7.00 am – 6.30 pm
Sunday 13 May	 7.00 am – 6.30 pm
Monday 14 May	 7.00 am – 5.30 pm
Tuesday 15 May	 7.00 am – 4.30 pm



SOCIAL EVENTS

Welcome Reception and  
Exhibition Opening
Date:	 Saturday 12 May 2012
Time:	 5.15 pm – 6.45 pm
Venue:	Exhibition Hall,  
	N ational Convention Centre
Cost:	I ncluded with full registration.   
Extra tickets: $50 per ticket.

A great networking opportunity that will 
allow you to catch up with colleagues 
and mingle with delegates attending the 
meeting. The welcome reception will be held 
at the conference venue in the Exhibition 
Hall with the Trade Exhibition. 

Included in full and student registration. 
Additional tickets for accompanying persons 
can be purchased at $50. All delegates must 
indicate on the registration form whether 
they will be attending this function.

Mother’s Day Drinks
Date:  Sunday 13 May 2012
Time:  5.30 pm – 6.30 pm
Venue:	Main Foyer,  
	N ational Convention Centre
Cost: 	I ncluded with full registration  
	 and free of charge for  
	 accompanying persons  
	 and children. 

This Mother’s Day Drinks has been designed 
with families in mind and there will be some 
child-friendly activities on offer during the 
networking drinks.

Please indicate on the registration form 
online your attendance so that we can cater 
accordingly.

Annual Conference Dinner
Date:  	Monday14 May 2012
Time:	  6.30 pm - Coaches depart from  
	 the National Convention Centre,  
	C rowne Plaza and Novotel Canberra.
	 7 pm for 7.30 pm - Pre Dinner Drinks
          	7.30 – 11.30 pm - Dinner
Venue:	Great Hall, Parliament House
Cost: 	 $120 per ticket

The Annual Conference Dinner will be 
held in the Great Hall at Parliament 
House. The prestigious Great Hall is one of 
Australia’s most impressive settings, with a 
soaring ceiling and polished wood floors 
against a backdrop of the famous Arthur 
Boyd tapestry. Delegates will arrive to the 
spectacular Marble Hall for pre-dinner 
drinks before dining in one of the Australia’s 
must-see venues.

NB This function is not included in the  
full registration.

Fun Run/Walk 
Date:	T uesday 15 May 2012

Farewell Drinks
Date:	T uesday 15 May 2012
Time:	 At the conclusion of the  
	 last session 
Venue:	Main Foyer,  
	N ational Convention Centre
Cost: 	I ncluded with full registration  
	 and free of charge for 			 
	 accompanying persons  
	 and children. 

An opportunity to farewell colleagues 
at the conclusion of the meeting. Please 
indicate on the registration form online your 
attendance so that we can cater accordingly.



REGISTRATION FEES

	 Early Fee	S tandard Fee	 Late Fee
	 Prior to 16 March 	 17 March – 30 April	 After 30 April
Full ARA Member	 $540	 $600	 $725
Full Non Member	 $690	 $750	 $900
Full RHPA Member	 $320	 $360	 $430
Full RHPA Non Member	 $480	 $510	 $600

Non ARA/RHPA Member		C  omplimentary for the day  
invited speakers		  of presentation only

Honorary ARA Member		C  omplimentary
Retired ARA Member (over 70 years)	C omplimentary
Retired ARA Member	 $320	 $360	 $430 
(under 70 years)

Full Time Scientist 	 $320	 $360	 $430
(A letter of support from a Departmental Head is required.  
Please email to the Meeting Manager at lara@themeetingpeople.com.au)

Trainee	 $320	 $360	 $430

Day Registration – ARA Member - $210
Day Registration – Non Member - $300
Day Registration – RHPA Member - $150
Day Registration – RHPA Non Member - $190

PRECEPTORSHIP DAY – 
SATURDAY 12 MAY 2012

8.00 am – 12.00 pm (includes morning tea)
Included in the registration fee for ARA 
Members in Training. This is open to 
current trainees and those within 2 years of 
graduation i.e. a 5 year span. Other ARA 
members are not eligible to attend.

NB A letter of support from Departmental 
Head is required. Please email to Meeting 
Manager at lara@themeetingpeople.com.au



Poster Tours
Guided tours of the basic science and 
clinical posters will be run from 1.05-1.55 pm 
on Sunday and Monday. There is no need to 
pre-register but you will need to collect your 
poster tour voucher from 7 am each morning 
of the meeting on the day that you wish to 
attend as the number of participants will be 
limited.

Registration Inclusions:
All ARA and RHPA Full Time  
Registrations will be entitled to:

entry to all scientific sessions and •	
displays
programmed morning and afternoon teas •	
and lunches from Sunday to Tuesday
conference satchel, programme and •	
meeting abstracts 
Welcome Reception (Saturday 12 May)•	
Mother’s Day Drinks (Sunday 13 May)•	
Farewell Drinks (Tuesday 15 May)•	

All ARA and RHPA Day Registrations  
will be entitled to:

entry to all scientific sessions and •	
displays on the day/s registered only
programmed morning and afternoon teas •	
and lunches on the day/s registered only
conference satchel, programme and •	
meeting abstracts 
Any of the following only if registered  •	
for that day/s:
Mother’s Day Drinks (Sunday 13 May)•	
Farewell Drinks (Tuesday 15 May)•	

Meet the Expert  
Breakfast Sessions 

Breakfast sessions will be held on the 
following mornings and attendance is  
limited to a maximum of 32. 
Cost: $35 per breakfast

Monday 14 May
Breakfast Session 1 RHPA – eLearning 
modules for rheumatology nurses 

Tuesday 15 May
Breakfast Session 2 Biologic therapy for 
children with JIA – D Lovell 

AIS tour

Australian Institute of  
Sport Afternoon Tour
Date:	 Monday 14 May 2012  
Time:	 1.30 pm – 4.00 pm
A tour of the Australian Institute of Sport  
and Mini-Symposium on Sports Medicine 
will be held on Monday afternoon of the 
meeting. N.B. Limit on booking of 1 per 
person to a maximum of 70 participants.
Cost: $35 per person



ARA 2012 Paediatric  
Satellite Meeting

Hosted by the Australian Paediatric 
Rheumatology Group (APRG)
Venue:	Hyatt Hotel Canberra
Date:	 16 -17th May 2012
Organiser – Davinder Singh-Grewal.
For further detailed information please 
contact davinders@chw.edu.au

Meeting Structure
Commencing 0800hrs on the 16th and 
concluding at 1400hrs on the 17th May

International guests will include – 
Dr Daniel Lovell, Rheumatologists from •	
the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Centre in Cincinnati USA

Dr Susanne Benseler, Rheumatologist •	
from the Hospital of Sick Children  
Toronto Canada

National guests will include –
Dr Craig Munns, Endocrinologist from  •	
the Children’s Hospital at Westmead,  
Sydney NSW

In addition to this there will be a dedicated 
half day break-out meeting for Allied Health 
and Nursing delegates

Registration Information
The Registration Fee will be $350 for each 
delegate with no discounts available for 
trainees or other groups. The registration  
fee will cover :

2 nights accommodation at The Hyatt •	
Hotel (15th and 16th May)

The conference dinner to be held in •	
the Member’s Dining Room of Old 
Government House on the evening of  
the 16th May

All refreshments and lunches for both •	
days of the meeting

Accompanying persons for the Conference 
Dinner will be asked to pay $100 and 
delegates will need to negotiate terms for 
accommodating accompanying family etc 
with the Hotel themselves and there will be 
additional costs payable.
All transport costs will need to be paid by 
delegates. A full meeting Agenda will be 
available to attendees in February 2012

This meeting is possible through the 
sponsorship of Abbott, Genzyme and  
Roche who will also attend the meeting.



Cancellations
Cancellations must be advised in writing 
to the Conference Secretariat by 16 March 
2012. There is an $110 cancellation fee. 
Refunds will only be issued in exceptional 
circumstances after this date, but substitute 
delegates are acceptable.

Payment of Fees
Payment can be made by credit card 
(via secure online registration only) or by 
personal or organisation cheque. Please 
make cheques in Australian Dollars payable 
to: Australian Rheumatology Association. 

All registrations will be acknowledged 
in writing. If you do not receive a written 
acknowledgement upon the completion of 
your online registration, please contact the 
Secretariat to ensure that your details have 
been received. 

We suggest you make a copy of this form 
for your own records. Registrations will only 
be acknowledged once payment has been 
received.

Federal Goods & Services Tax (GST)
Australia has a Federal Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) of 10%. Overseas delegates are 
not exempt from paying this tax. All fees 
and costs quoted in the brochure are GST 
inclusive. The Australian Rheumatology 
Association is registered for GST - the ABN 
is 16 002 876 520. Upon payment online you 
will receive a tax invoice.

Liability 
In case of industrial disruption or other 
external events causing disruption to the 
meeting, the Local Organising Committee, 
the ARA and the Meeting Managers of 
the Annual Scientific Meeting accepts no 
responsibility for loss of monies incurred by 
delegates.

Privacy 
Personal information, as defined under the 
national privacy legislation, The Privacy 
Amendment (Private Sector) Act 2001, will 
be treated in accordance with the National 
Privacy Principles and only shared with 
related or third parties in accordance with 
those principles.

Disclaimer
The Conference Programme and registration 
information is correct at the time of printing. 
However, the organisers reserve the right 
to change the information where necessary 
without notice.



MEMBERSHIP

ARA
You can obtain further information on the 
Australian Rheumatology Association (ARA), 
membership, and membership application 
forms, from the ARA website -  
http://www.rheumatology.org.au/

RHPA
You can obtain further information on the 
the Rheumatology Health Professionals 
Association (RHPA), membership, and 
membership application forms, from the 
RHPA website - http://www.ausrhpa.com/
membership.php

INDUSTRY SYMPOSIA
All symposia are complimentary. The ARA 
are very grateful for the support of the 
pharmaceutical industry. Please ensure 
you support our industry by attending the 
symposia and the exhibition.  

Platinum (Evening Symposia)
Date:	 Saturday 12 May at 7 pm  
	 – Janssen Cilag
Venue:	Gandel Hall,  
	N ational Gallery of Australia

Gold (Lunch Symposia)
Date:	 Sunday 13 May – Abbott
Date:	 Monday 14 May – BMS
Date:	T uesday 15 May – UCB

Silver (Breakfast Symposia) from 7.30 am
Date:	 Monday 14 May - Pfizer



ACCOMMODATION

Please state your arrival and departure dates 
and enclose one night’s accommodation 
payment with your registration. The deposit 
is forwarded to the hotel and you are 
responsible for paying the balance on 
your departure. If your choice of room is 
unavailable, the Secretariat will contact you.

The Secretariat will not accept 
accommodation bookings after 12 April 2012. 
After that date delegates must make their 
own arrangements direct with the hotels.

These rates are available only by •	
booking through the ARA Annual 
Scientific Meeting Secretariat.

Early reservations are encouraged. •	
Reservations are subject to availability 
and cannot be guaranteed.

The special conference accommodation •	
rate is available for extended stays.

Rooms are not guaranteed for check in •	
before 1400 hours.

To ensure your immediate occupation of your 
room on arrival if prior to 1400 hours, you 
may pre-register your room (book and pay 
for the night before). Please indicate on your 
registration form if you would like to pre-
register your room.

Accommodation cancellations in whole or 
in part or no shows, giving less than 14 – 30 
days written notice, may incur a penalty at 
the accommodation venue’s discretion. All 
accommodation rates include 10% GST. A 
tax invoice for accommodation will be issued 
by the hotel upon checkout. A deposit of at 
least one night’s tariff is required to secure 
your booking. Accommodation CANNOT BE 
BOOKED unless at least one night’s tariff 
is received. Alternatively, your credit card 
details can be passed on to the hotel to 
secure your booking.

All hotel rates quoted are in  
Australian Dollars.



Suggested hotels 

Crowne Plaza Hotel Canberra
Address:	 1 Binara Street, Canberra
Phone: 	 02 6247 8999
Website:	 www.crowneplazacanberra.com.au/
Price:		  Superior King Room - $280 per room per night (single/double/twin) 
Price:		  Deluxe King Room - $320 per room per night (single/double/twin) 
The Crowne Plaza Canberra is the closest hotel to the National Convention Centre (two 
minutes walk) located in the heart of Civic close to shopping precincts, restaurants and 
tourist attractions.

Novotel Canberra Hotel
Address: 	 65 Northborne Avenue, Canberra
Phone: 	 02 6245 5000
Website:	 www.novotelcanberra.com.au
Price:		  Standard Queen Room -  $230.00 per per room per night (single/double/twin)
Novotel Canberra offers premium hotel accommodation in the heart of the Nation’s Capital, 
perfectly located close to the retail, entertainment and business districts.  It is about 10 
minutes walk to the National Convention Centre.

Clifton Suites on Northborne
Address:	 100 Northborne Avenue, Canberra
Phone: 	 02 6203 8444
Website:	 www.cliftonsuites.com.au/
Price:		  1 Bedroom Apartment - $230 per room per night
Quality Suites Clifton on Northbourne is just minutes from the heart of Canberra’s premier 
shopping, dining and entertainment district. The hotel is in an ideal location for business 
travelers with a two minute walk to the CBD and a 10 minute walk to the Convention Centre.

Please contact the Secretariat for other options close to the Convention Centre.

Meeting Manager Ms Lara Birchby
ARA 53rd ASM Secretariat
C/- The Meeting People Pty Ltd
PO Box 882, Unley  SA 5061
t:	 +61 8 8272 7005 (international)              
t:	 08 8272 7005 (within Australia)
f:	 +61 8 8272 7006 (international)              
f:	 08 8272 7006 (within Australia)
e: 	lara@themeetingpeople.com.au 
w:	 www.araconference.com


